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Assessment rationale

To actually assess the suitability of the reporting statements to the units of work that had been developed, some assessment activities were planned using the reporting statements, then the whole process evaluated. As a result, I modified my original mapping grid to include both the outcomes and reporting statements to ensure that when developing assessment activities the intent of each outcome was maintained. This process also clarified a number of aspects that would be important for the class teacher concerning recording student achievement and giving feedback to students.

As I had developed a draft assessment program during the development of the course plan and units of work for the first 100 hours of the course, my first step was to review the effectiveness of this initial assessment program. The focus for most of the tasks related to project work, that is, the textile item and student documentation as required by the syllabus. Whilst this focus was appropriate, I noted that there was a need to clearly identify the reporting statement/s and syllabus outcome/s that were suitable for each task, thus keeping the number of reporting statements manageable for each reporting period.
Another important consideration was the content of each unit of work. The knowledge, understandings and skills that were developed in each unit had to be closely related to the assessment program so that students were given adequate opportunity for assessment of and assessment for learning to take place, and to receive valid feedback on their progress.

The timing of assessment tasks was determined mostly by semester reporting time frames. One unit of work is completed for the Semester 1 reporting cycle, with a variety of assessment activities identified throughout the unit. Whilst for Semester 2, the assessment activities in the second unit and part of the third unit only may be used for reporting purposes. After considering this uneven balance, assessment activities that occur towards the end of Year 9 could be included in the Year 10 assessment program as a component of class work.

There was a need for a weighting to be allocated to each assessment task as a student’s performance relative to others in the class/cohort was required for the current reporting practices in the school. To determine the weighting a number of issues were considered. These included:

· a need to maintain the focus upon project work outcomes

· the depth, detail and amount of time required to complete tasks within a unit of work 

· the sequencing of tasks throughout the course. 

Other considerations related to ensuring that the assessment program was time efficient and manageable for both students and teachers and incorporated a variety of tasks. Student documentation formats needed to vary to eliminate the perception that a folio has to be a written description of the whole design process. To this end, students complete a written folio once at the beginning of Year 9, and then a second time at the end of Year 10. 
Procedures for collecting evidence of student achievement will be both formal and informal. The assessment tasks specified in the assessment program will be used as formal assessment tasks that allow evidence to be collected and documented at a specific point in time. Informal assessment evidence may also be collected during the sequence of teaching and learning activities that are outlined in the units of work. For some activities the data that is collected will be used cumulatively, i.e. over a number of reporting cycles to ensure that the number of reporting statements remains manageable.
Procedures for recording evidence of student achievement will begin with the class teacher. For each assessment activity or task, marks can be recorded in the teacher’s mark book. This can then be transferred to SM Marks and collated into semester marks for reporting purposes. In addition to, or alternatively, a student’s achievement can be recorded in terms of highly developed, competent or developing on a reporting statement tracking sheet. This may then be collated for SM Reports during the reporting process. 
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